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YET ANOTHER CRISIS

Hardly has the euphoria over ihe golden jubilee of
our Independence subsided when yet another crisis
confrents ihe peopie of Indic. After 1he hwin dangers of
poiitica! instability and economic glcom of 1990-91
were overcorne, gtfention began fo be focuseason en-
suring steady economic growth. checking corruption
and arresting the spread cf viclence. The agenda was
pursued, adding a new and welcoeme dimension of
Good neighbsurly relalions, affer the 1996 elections foo.
Sadly things are back te square one. And understand-

ably ihe focus now wifl be on the “stability’ of ihe sys-
tem.

Parlioment is in turmoil. In the crossfire betveen
power-wiglders and power-seekars, the worst sufferers
cre the people. Shame indeed that money bugs and
crass political opportunism are the instruments em-
ployed for ensuring the so-called stabitity. Parties al-
ready drained of ideological sirength and devoid of
cemmifment to ideals and princigies, are desparalely

ving fc keep iheir flocks together. The present is un-
uer'cu and !he future glcomy.

We should not allow Incia fo function cs a mere "elec-
foral democracy'. The iargast demccrocy in the world
n no lenger claim any success if it has 1o be judged
.a.,/ by the yardstick of “successiul conduct of general
ecticns.' Even these elections do nol necessarily pro-
o'uce aither stability or good candidafes. A peiscn con-
testing in eleclions need not get o majority of voles to
win the electicn as the piurality rule enablas the conai-
date willhi the largest single number of vales even if
that number is less than haif ¢i ihe voles cosi' [o win the
election. That, in turn, meaons thoi the majorily of the
cople ray not regard ine elecled cancidcies as the
best cr most desirabla As such it is essenlial that the
participation of the vofers in any cand every election
should be more than 80%. Equally important it is to re-
main vigilunt, fearlessly articulating our views. The fight
against poverty, corruption and criminalisafion of poli-
tics must be inlensified. On that there can be no com-
promise.

— The Editor

DISCUSSION ON TWO BOOKS ON INDIA

“In Light of Ingic” by Octavio Paz and “The kcec of
India” by Sunil Knilnani: crganised by the Centre lor Poiicy
Siudies on 26.10.1997 Dr. M. Machusucd'cn ana Dr. B.5.R.
Anjaneyulu, Recders in the Department of Poifics and
Public Adminisiration, Anghra University infroauced the
books.

Former Mexican Ambassador 1o india and Nobei Lou-
reate, Octavio Paz writes how he was surprised by “7=
diversity created by extreme conifrast maodern . o
antiguity, luxury cnd poverty, sensuality erg ascehilum,
carelessness and efficiency, gerfieness and violence.”
Referring to Islom cnd Hmdu.sm he wonders:” Are they
two civilizations occupying a single terrifcry or are ey
lwo religions nurtured by a single civilization?” cnc cads
that the hisicry of these two is a history “that unites
but also sepcraies them.” Paz is af his best when he wiles
on the impact of copitalism and mcdern techncicgy on
lifestyles. "Modern humans 'eﬂn‘ lo have cil come out
of a faclery, not @ wemb.” Capilalist demociccies. he
writes, haove crealed unifurm.ry not equclly ond they
have replaced fralernity with a perpeluc! struggle
cmoeng individuacls. “We know thal peogle cvf\! know
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whal 1o do wilh {heir iime. They have become sloves of
enfertainmenis tha! cre generally idiotic ond ihe houws
thal cre not devoled 0 casn are speni in facie hego-
nism.” Pcz does nol condemn plecsuie but tamer iz the
genercl vuigarity that masquerades Qs cu'ure ne colls
the middie class "the children of ielevision oo sQys
that Marx's famous phrase aboul retgion ¢s 0o cpate
of the people can now be gpplied to talevision “wnich

vill end up onaesthelizing the human race, sunk in -
olic beatilude.” He warns the Indicn midaie ciass ond
the middle classes cli over the world agonst seif-cen-
tered aflituce lo life, ignoring pubiic well being lncrc
to Paz, is @ museum, o living museum Ingia is -
far easier o delineate than fo cefine,” he scy:

n/ “The peopm of Eng!ond fhnk 'hu, aie 'r-ﬁn Thc?‘

are Gravely mistaken. They are free only auring the
eleclion of Members of Parlicment.®
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—Jecn Jacques Roussocu
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Reviewing the book, D Madhusudan toune faull with
the author for crificising Raja Rammaohan Roy,
Ramalaishna Faragmahamsa and Vivekananda. Hindu
phttosephy was nol proparly understood by Paz accord-
ing io the reviewer “[His wrong” said D Madhusudan, 1o
‘make commenls such s Hindus leaming Bhakli cull
from the Suti saints and nalicnalism from Futope *

Sunil Khitnani's book has received lavourmble oviews.
(st abyroad and laler in India. lan Jack observed m the
Guardian that ne worl can be "wiser and more illumi
nating” fhan this book when many works are coming
oul fo mark Ihe fifliclh anniversary of India's Indepen-
dence. In the words of lan Jack . “Suril Khilnani ollers o
different and more polilical answer. . Ihe book is an ¢lo-
auenl, persuasive argument for Nehru's imorovised,
permmeable sense of nalionhood.”

Khilnani wiites thal in its politics, “India has managoed
lo achieve relalive il precariously balanced- success,
It has allowed mcesl of ifs citizens 1o live tegether wilh o
larger measure of freedorn than ever before and wilh
more freedom than the cilizens of other comparable
nev nation slales. Bul by the slandards of modermn lib-
erty, il has nol allowed therm lo live well. The aspiraiion
lo economic medernily has vielded a much more un-
even pictuie; for moest Indians, it has been a failure, .
has been a self-proclaimed failure.”

Khilnani, who is now working on a biography of Nehiru
oives much of the credit o Nenru's vision and construc:
live approach in bulding lThe modern Indian stale
“Nehru's idea of India” says Khilnani, "sought lo coordi-
nate within ihe form of a rmodern slale a variely of val-
vos: democracy, religious tolerance, economic devel-
opment and cuilural pluralism...the frue historical suc-
cess of Nehru's rule lay no! in a disserninalion of demo-
craiic idealsr bul inils establisnment of the slale at the
~ore of India’'s sociely.” The aulhor presents India's's lead-
ing cities in a new lighl as avatars of conlrary polenliali-
lies of India's modernity wilh Bangalore being “the slron-
Ges! allernative incarmation of Indian modemity. The ref-
crence io the middle palh which Nehru pursued was in
a wav ihe qiff of Robindranalh Tagore, Of thet lsaioh
Bedin wrole a memoratle line quoled on page 171 of
the beok. Sir lsaiah said : He (Tagore) "never showed his
wisclom more clearly than in choosing the difficull middle
paih, driifiing neither lo the Scvllo of radical modernism
nor lo ihe Charybdis of proud and gloomy tradilional-
iem.” Dr Anjaneyulu while reviewing the book slressed
the importance of understanding the ideas of thinkers
and slalesmen and their influence on poelilics and soci-
aiv He drawe atlention 1o Khilnani's concluding corn-
ment that the idea of India was crealed by collisions
hetween cultures and polilics. Indiais a slate of mind'.
The definiion of culiure, especiclly nafional culture, in-
viles conlest according to Sunil Khilnani.

summing up the discussion, Dr. A. Prasanna Kumar
refarred to some of the important issues raised by In-
cholars abou! Indion Demaocracy. fven
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in thes carly yoars of independence doubis were oy
prassed aboul the abilily of tha Indian poople Vo suslon
a1 slable domocracy Books and othiclos illed After Hehn,
whe? Atter Nehng How? aned Aller Heing When# COrme
oul conveying the skoplicisin of the oulhorn aboul he
sirenath ol Inchan dernocracy Seling & Harison precic o
the collapse of the Indian syslemn saying that “the acd;
were almost wholly against ine survivel of freedomn ong
(he fssue 1o i fact, whether any indion steater coan survive
al all © Poul 8rass vondeted how india funchoned “wity
o highly compelilive and cislincily adversanal systern
of polilics.” A C onsociationol ntcrpretalion of 'The puyzzle
of Indiaon Demociacy’ was ably provided by Arend
Lipphart of the University of Califomio in explaining how
“lhe world's largest and most helercgeneous demoe.
racy” successiully mainlained demociatic rule since
1947 lijphart argues thal the characlenstics of Conso-
ciational democracy — 1 grand coalton thabinciudes
all inquistic ana religious groups 2 Culturol aulonomy
tor Ihese groups. 3 Proporhionalily in poliical represen-
lation and cwil service appointments and 4 ¢ minority
velo wilh regard to vital minonty rights — are oli present
in the Indian systern. He shows how Indic has "alwoys
had a power-sharnng sydlem of democracy, especioly
strongly and unmisiakably dunng its first two cecades of
independence from 1949 to 1967, bul continuing ol

1967
He quates Rajr Kothari who observed that the Congress
encompassed” all the major sechons and intereste of
the sociely” ond that Nehru was™ o parfect cxample of
pruden! and consiruclive leadership in the development
of successful power shanng syslems.” Samuel P Hunting-
ton applied in 1993 the: "two-lurn over lesi'ie | two demo-
cialic and peaceful lransitions of power subseauen! 1o
Ihe creation of the inilial democratic government, to
india and described Indiao s 'a consohdaled democ-
racy.' Howevei, last year Freedom House placed india
al £4 on ihe scale of 1 1o 100 and india lags far behind
Western democracies and 20 points behind Japan for
its tailure to protect human rignls. The shift in notional
vole in favour of slale parlies as against national por-
liesis a significant developmen! of the recenl past. Stcte
parlies increased their vole from 8% in 1980 to 21% in
1996 and their seals in Paricment from 27 in 1989 fo
127 in 1996, This according lo some experts signifies
rmore aclive parlicipalion of the people through ihe stale
ana regional parties, Rajni Kothan feels Ihat the ‘mos!
remarkable aspect of fifty years <tory has been the ol
most conlinuous coexitlence of democrocy and
pcverly..the people slili have taitn in and actually work
throuah the democratic process alive far more than the
elite and aoffluent middle classes * Pron Cnopra Cofm-
mends coaliion polilics which “has woven wide networks,
horzentally between parlies o the same federal level,
whethier al the cenire or in the slales, and vertically
between the Central and Stale level patties. Thiz nel-
working has begun to encompass the villoge-level pol-
hes Locause 1o the fest time the Constitulicn has of

heil in samewhal altenuated torm afler about
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A view of the Eye Hospital
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Smi. Digurnarthi Saraswoli Devi, ad-
vocaie and wife of |laole Dr.
Gopalaswami presenting khadi gar-
ments, soun by her during her recent
visit to the USA, to Sri Vavilala
Gopalakrishnayya, af the Dr. D.
Gopalaswami Memorial Award Pre-
senfalion Function at the Centre for
Honouring rnusicoiogist Sri LV.L. Sastry Policy Studies. Ex-Mayor Sri D.V. Subba
and Vedic Scholar Si A. Narasimha Rao who presided. looks on.

Sarma by Sriman Sribhashyam

Appalacharyulu. Monaging Trustee Sii

A Sankara Rao and Vice-Presiden! of

Sankar Foundalion Sri D.V. Subka Rao

are also seen.

oy



NP TON I L

1.B. Detection Camp at Anakapalle in
progress.

Special incenlive programme for
family plenning operations.
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Sankar Foundafion'sEye Screening Camp
at Somalingapalem on 14-7-97. D
N.V. Madhavi, Ophthalmic Surgeon

examining a patienl.

A sircet play on AIDS awareness at
Ramakrishno Beach sponsored by

Sankar Foundaticn.
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dained that selt-govermning institutions mus! be clocted
at that leve! as well as like the slale legistatures.” Coali-
hon governments migh! be weak and as the 1§96-97
experience shows the Union Cabinet might often dis-
play ‘collective inesponsibility’ not colleclive responsi-
telity, ene of essentials of parliomentary govemmenl,
Nevertheless coaiition politics would certainly help in
achieving nalional consensus on many crilical issues
confienting the polily. Also attention is ence again be-
Ing focussed on Farllament instead of concentrating on
fhe Prime Minister or a few individual leaders. It oolitical
parties and other mejor institutions regain their impor-
tance it will suiely augur well for Indian democracy.

SYNTHESIS - THE MAGIC

—K. Parvathi Kumar
infernaticnai President, World Teacher Trus!

Division seems 1o rule the werld. The globe is divided
in ithought, inlo nations, races, classes and castes. Reli-
gton divided them further lsms, culls and ‘aiths are many
and varied. They divided the human into fragments. Vi-
sien is iost and thcusends of view poinls, fixed, strong
and adamant, prevail. Even a river waler is seen as
Maharashtra water, Karnalaka water. Tamilnadu waler,
Andhra Waler! Family, the ncatural group, 100 is frag-
mented into individual uniis. Ana ihe individual is divided
as well by conflict. Harmaony is myth in the current hu-
man life

Bul human is divine in essence. He carries wilhin him
ihe intelligence. Its wrong use is the cause of all division
ona consequent fall. Lel humens pick up the thought of
syrthesis and build biick by brick the ingividual, the fam-
ily, ana the community. Lei synthesis prevail, not malice
Let Science pickup the Science of Synthesis along with
lhe Science of Analysis.

GLOBALISATION OF INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION

—Prof. M.V. Venkaia Rao
Head, Environmenta! Division
Centie for Policy Studies

Industrial growth is @ well accepted nead 1o a devel-
oping natien like ours. However a rational and sustain-
able growih should consider questions like: ¢rowth of
whai? for whom? a! what environmen!al cosis? what type
of technology? eic. Oplimum progress neads-a holistic
perspeciive instead of a blind pursuit of hopeful posi-
iives alone. A frank infrospection of the cuirent industrial
spree in our couniry is a dire enviilenmenial need.

Growth of whai?

Indusirial production shculd meet the needs of the
people and improve their quality of life. Food, sheller,
clothing, fransport and healthy recreation are the uni-

versally accepled needs of mankind. Brewernes, lo-
bacco preducts, cosmelic and pharmaceuticals claim-
ing slupia exaggerations, delergents and disinfeclonls
disappioved by science, decoralive appliances serv-
ing snobbery and selt aggrandisement, and unhealthy
enlertainment gadgels are dominating today’s indus-
trial growth, with publicity costs often exceecing the
production costs. The cansumptions ot matericls, energy
and man power by these industries, while creating pol-
luhon ¢t the environmenl and degenercling peoples
health, should be considered as c cnme against hu-
manity. The glamour of consumerism of these
pseudoneeds, crealed by the brainwashing of cosily
publicity, in turn, is also responsiple for the frushrations
and corruplions among the midale and lower economic
classes, who can no! afford them with hones!t incomes.

A betler discretion is warranted for prevenling
pseduo-growths, al this momen! of cur national indus-
lrial spree.

Growth of whem?

Four decades have siipped by since our nafion an-
nounced a policy for the growth of § and T ior ine benefit
of the rural and those below the poverly line. This policy is
often voiced aloud oniy lo confirm that hypocracy is moe
talkalive. The growih of S and T has been appreciadle in
indeperndent Ingia helping the millionaires o grow up to
oillionaires, with no impact on the qualily of life for the
majority. The recent industrial epidemic is the doliar lure,
the characleristic of the vulgar elite. The cverage indion
has no greea for use for a dolkar. Trading off national inter-
ests and environmental assets for foreign exchange under
the garb of globalisation is moie a mischie! of @ few The
difference belween ‘export quality' and ‘infernal marke!
quality’ is a measure of our mental slavery amidst poltical
independence. Experting the best foods and eating the
nexi best al if's boosted price s weckening the nciional
health.

Growih at what environmental costs? -

Pollutng industries, ditficull lo manage in developed
countries are migrating lo developing countiies that are
crazy for ‘expori oriented’ business. Pesticices mush-
fooms pharmaceutical inlermediaries, aye intermagiar-
ies efc. tend io come o Indic with the two atiraclions,
foreign invesiment and export crientation, viclahion ot
environmental laws with the cocperalion and collusion
cf governmental agencies is focilitated in Ingia. Thus
‘he ecodamaging industriclisation is afirccled. The elite
who invite this for persenai gains can conveniently ar-
gue that progress must accept certain environmental
cosls and risks. Olherwise we may be left behind in the

internalional (stupid) consumer market, according lo
them.

CGrowth with what types of technalogy? :

Ingien industry persisis in believing that imporied
lechnology is superior. Technology lransfer from deve.



oped countiies o developing counlries is constrained
by two vested inferesis. The latest technology should be
confidential o ensure marke! monopoly. The obsolele
lechnology should be sold at more than ii's scrap value.
Developing nations extend their cooperalion in serving
Fhese Iwo interests of the developed nalions by suppress-
Ing or ignoiing their indigenous R and D and imporling
Ihe obsolete technolegies, in exchcnge lor a few per-
sonclincentives, by lhe liade aelegations entering inlo
foolish agreements. These imporled obsolele lechnolo-
gies are inherenlly incormpatible with the demand of
e.co-friondliness Chemical, petrochemica!, pharmaceu-
fical and metal industries wilh the obsolele imported
lechnclegy can not meet the pollution cenlrol require-
menls, without unreasonabiy high invesiments. An easier
way 1or these industries is fo keep the pollution confrol
officials in good humour and persist in their environmenlal
oifences.

Conclusion:

Globalisalion and indusirialisalion of Indian economy
needs a hoiistic perspective funed te lccal conlexis.
Policies should nol be carved fiorn popular slogans of
misled or mischievous origins,

WORKSHOP ON DISASTER MANAGEMENT

A 2-day workshop on disaster management was
orgonised by Sankar Foundation on 22nd and 23rd Cclo-
ber, '97. Around eighly cffice bearers of Volunlary
Organisalions dedicated to environmenial services al-
tended laking active participation. On the first day four
eminent resource persons explainad fhe origins of natural
and man-madle disasiers, the fechniques lo assess their
magnifudes, and Ihe basis for organising preparedness to
miligale the losses during end afler the disasiers.

Professor V. Bangareswarc Sarrna, relired Princigal of
Andhra Universily Engineering College explained the
nalurel and man-rmade reasons for the occurrence of
ficods ond severe droughls. Denudalion of water sheds
and reclarnalion of nalural pends for man's consiruc-
fional and other aclivilies ware blamed. Prof. Sarma high-
lighted the need for assessing the magnitudes of po-
tential hazards and for organising alerl preparedness 1o
miligale Ihe damages during and after cyclones and
eartnguakes, ciling some case histories.

Prof. K.PR. Vitlal Murthy of.the University's Meleoro-
logical depariment, narrated the importance of wind,
temperoture inversion, humidily and rainfall in the dis-
persion of loxic aases and dusls released by industriai
accigenis. The safety precaulions to be followed by the
cilizens in the danger zone during indusirial gas leaks
and explosions were highlighled. Piof. M.L. Narasimham
of Andhra Universify Civil Engineering deparlmeni gave
a delailed account of the reasons for industrial fire haz-
ards, ond the lechnigues fo quantify the hazard poten-
tial and 1o rate the safely levels, so as o prepcre a ra-
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tional on-sile and off-site disasler managermen plan
against firs hazards.

Prof. M.V. Venkala Rao noted environmentalis
emphasised the need for sanitary measures and de.
scribed the possible methods of providing safe drinking
waler and latine facilities during Ihe emerqgencies cra.
ated by disasters. A few measures for sell protaction
during disaslers were suggested. Keeninteresi and com.
milmenl! lo service were evinced by the parlicipanis

during the workshop.
REPORT ON THE MEDICAL AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES

—Dr. G. Prabhakar
Coordinator, Health and Projects

Coaslal disiricis of Andhra Pradesh, especially Vise- |
khapalnom dislricl, are always exposed o disasters |

mainly cyciones, fidal waves and ciher man-made d-
casiers like the recent explosions and magjcr fite in HPCL.
Disasiers cannot b2 always prevenied, bul their effects
can be always miligaled. The science cf disaster man-
agemen! involves the systemalic observations and
analysis of measures relating to Disaster prevention, miti-

gation, preparedness, emergency response rehabilita- |

fion and reconstiuction.

sankar Foundation conducied a Two day Workshop
on ‘Disaster Management’ for Voluntary organisations o
help formulale policies and sirengihen iheir capabili-
tizs in all aspecls of Disasier Managemeri!. The Work-
shop was conducled on 22nd and 23ra October 1997
al YMCA. 105 represenialives from 54 NGOs altended
the Workshop with good interest and enthusiasm.

Tne inauguration of the Workshop was held a! 10 AM
on 22nd Oclober. Sri D.V. Subba Rao, former Mayor of
Visakhapatnam ond Vice-Chairman of the Foundaticn
presided over ine function. Prof. M.V. Venkclc Rco. Di-
reclor, Envirenmenl division of the Foundalion spoke
aboul the imporlance and purpose of conducting the
Workshep. S Bandaru Saihyanarayana Muriny, Hon.
Minister for Municipal Administration and Urbon Devel-
opmeni was the Chief Guest, Sri Sathyanarayena Murfhy,
Ihe Hon. Minisler inauguraled tha Werkshop by formally
lighting the lamp. In his address, he congratuiated the
roundalion on conducling the Werkshop on Disasler
mancgement, which was the need of the hour ofter the
recenl disaster al HPCL. Tha expressed his happiness for
the parlicipalicn of NGOs in large number at the Work-
shop. Dr. N.V. Madhavi welcomed the gathering ond Dr.
Frabhalar proposed a vote of ithanks. Sri A. Sankar Rao,
Managing Trustee of the Foundation spoke on the oc-
casion and handed over memenioes lo the Chief Guest
and ofher dignitaries on behalf of the Foundation.

The proceedings of the First day of the Workshop have
been presented by Prof. MV. Venkala Rao in.his repert
on {ha Workshop.
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fne second day of the Worksinop was devoted for
medical topics. Group discussions and interaclion by
Ihe parlicipants. The topics discussed include:

Mass hyslerios, phobias, psychosocial problems and
management by Prof. V.S, Bose, Profl. of Psychology,
Andhra University.

Medical Emergencies, Respiratory problems due o
gases, shock bleeding, burns, child care, by Dr. N.
Srinivasa Rao. Reld. Prot. of Medicine, Andhra Medical
Ccellege and Presiden! Indian Medica! Associalion. Visa-
khapatnam.

Surgical emergencies, head injuries fractures, burns,
chock disabililies, emergency conlingency plans, by Dr.
Vishnu Frosad, Asst. Prof. of Neurosurgery, Andhra Medi-
cal College.

Rele of Media during and afier disaslers and in pre-
vention of disasters by Sii B. Prabhakara Sarma, Corre-
spendent, The Hindu.

The tpeakers made their presenlalions wilh OHP and
sides and ihey were very informalive, educalive and
inferesling. During ihe Group discussions, the inferac-
fion wilh the speckers and experts in ihe field was very
inferesiing and several imporiant subjects were raised
and discussed al lengih. Topics like snake biles, nutri-
lien anc food supplies, transport of viclims, first aid,
recching children and wornen during emergencies, se-
curity, sanilolicn. sheliers, prioritising and sefting objec-
ives in ermergencies, logistics and management, tar-
geling and dislribulion and role of NGOs ai varicus stoges
of Disasier management were discussed.

ONE DAY WORKSHOP CN DISASTER
MANAGEMENT (MEDICAL)

A one day Workshop on Disasier Managemen! (Medi-
cal) was conducled by Andhra Medicol College and
Govi. King George Hospilal, Visakhopatnam at Holel
Colphin on éih Nov. 1997, The Workshop was sponsored
by Sankar Foundalion along wilth few more sponsors.

Dr. 8. Subba Rao, Prof. of Neurosurgery and Vice-Frin-
cipal of Andnra Medical College was the Convener for
the Werkshop ond was instrurnental in conducting the
Vorkshap very successfully. Dr. M. Sriram, Supetintendent
cf King Gecrge Hospilal presided and Dr. C.V. 3anyosi
Rao, Principal of Andhra Medical College inaugurated
the Worlishop. Dr. Subba Raoe explained of length about
the purpose of conducling Ihe Workshop specially in
view of the recen! Disaster al HPCL. The main Objeclive
of the Woriishop was fo formulate a Hosoilal Contingency
Plan for Govl. King George Hospilal and Neiworking of
various Hospitals in Visakhapatnam. A Questionnaire was
sent lo all participants from varicus Hospitals, Govern-
ment, Public sector underiakings, Industries, privale hos-
pilals, corporale hospiials and voluniory organisations
fo fumish the dala of the facilities available with their
respeciive hospilals to formulate the netwerking.

The main speokers al the Workshop inclucde Dr KVGK.
Tilak Prof. of Medicine on Medical Emergencies, Dr. C.
Pulla Reddy Prof. of Surgery, on Surgical ermergencies
and Dr. C. Dharma Rao, Prof. of Orthopaedics ori Trauma.

Cdr. Dr. Nagaraj and Surg. L. Cdr. Nagoraj from N5
Kalyani spoke about their experiences in Disaster maon-
agemeni and their Hospilal conlingency p'en. Dr. Subba
Rao presenied the Drafl of the Hospital Confingency
Pian of King George Hospital and was aiscusszd ct lengin
by all participants. The participants at the Workshaop in-
clude Dr. B. Swarajya Lakshmi, Retd. Prof. of $PM, Dr. 14,
Subba Rao, Reld. Prof. of STD. Dr. Sathyanaroyana, CRS,
Visakhapainam Port Trust Hospital, Smt. indrani Jagga
Row, smt. Digumarthi Saraswathi Devi, Kum. P
Jaganmohini, Sri Kasim Mehdi, well known Social work-
ers from NGO secior, Medical Officars from Hindusicn
shipyard Ltd., Ccromandel Ferlilizers Ltd., Hindusian Zing,
Hindustan Polymers, Visakhapatnam Sizel Plant, officiciz
from Collecicrale, Civil Defence and Poliution Cantrel
Boord and several prominent doctors of Vizag.

A core group was formed to finalise the craft plan
and follow up of the Workshop. The Core group consists
of Dr. Sriram, Superintendent of KGH as Chairman, Dr. 8.
Subba Rao, as Convener, with Chief Medical Officars of
Visakhapalnam Steel Plani, Por! Trusl, Municipe! Coipo-
ration, District Medical and Heallh Officer, Commara
Mecical Officer INS Kalyani, Smi. Indroni Jogga Row,
Mahila Dakshtha Samithi and Dr. G. Prabhaker gs tMam-
bers.

The Core group will mee! regulaily ic ‘inalise ihe
documeni of the proceedings of the Workshen ang ini-
ticte action on the recommendations. The firs! meeling
of the Ccre group was held in the Chembers of fhe Core
group was held in the Chambers of the Superintendent
of KGH on 20ih November 1997 and was cllendeda oy
all members.

FROGRAMME ON ‘AIDS’ Sponsored by Sankar
Foundation

SPAAD, the Sociely for Prevention of AIDS and Allieg
Diseases, Visakhapalnam organised @ Seminar on ‘The
Role cf Government and Non-Government Agancies cng
Mass Media Unifs in creating Awareness ang Prevention
of AIDS' cn 12th Nov. The seminar was sponsored by
Sankar Foundation. Sii Sabbam Hari, HW Mayor of Visa-
khapainam was the Chief Guest and inquguraled the
Serninar, Dr M. Subba Rao, Retd Prof. of 5TD and Presi-
dent of SPAAD presided over the tunclion. Dr. M. Sriram,
Superinltendent of KGH and Prot. A. Prasanna Kumar Ex-
eculive Trustee of Sankar Foundation were the Guesls of
Honour ana spoke af the Seminar. Dr. K.N. Konaala Roo,
sccrelary of SPAAD presented a iepost on the
progrommes of the Sociely and thankec Sankar Foun-
dation for sponsoring AIDS Awareness Stroet Flays ol vari-
ous educational institufions along with SPAAD.



Bulfetrn ef the CLNTRI

Around BU parhicipants inclucging doclors, sociol work:
ors and represenlatives from several voluntary
organisations actively participaled in the Seminar

FIRST ANNIVERSARY FUNCTION OF INDIAN
EPILEPSY ASSOCIATION, VIZAG CHAFPTER

The tirst Anniversary function of Indian Epilepsy Asso-
ciahon Vizog Chapler was anonged al Taj Residency
Hotel on 1oth Nov 1997 tollowing NEURO 927, Continu-
ing Meaical Faucation Progiamme on Neurologicol
Modicine 1V Hanumaeniha Rao, former Superinten-
gent of KGH and Pro! of Medicine presided over the
tunchion. D ' Satish Chandra, Adaitional Prof. of Neu-
rology, NIMHANS. Bangolore was the Chiet Guesl and
aehvered the keynele address. Mis Uma Rao, Trustee of
sankar Founaahon was the Guest of Honout al the func-
fion. Dr K Venkateswarlu, Frof of Neurology, KGH and
Secrelary Indian Epnlepsy Associalion, Vizag chapler
narrated bretly about the bitth of IEA, Virag chapler
and iI's activities. D Vonkaleswarlu thanked Sankar Foun-
cdation for associating with 1EA in unning the Epillepsy

wvice Centre for poor palients and for the supply of
axponsve anhi-epleplic diugs al subsidisea price 10 poor
Di. Salish Chandro in his address, expressed
his hapoimess ol the growth of IEA Vizag chapler and
iudeq the

pahionts
onvices of IFA and Saonkar Foundation for

ipplying the drugs al subsidised prices Mrs Uma Rao,

oaaress outhned the various Objeclives and ac
dhes of the Founaahon and expressed her gratitude 1o
(LA behalt of Ine Founaation, tor giving an opporiunily
10 the Foundation 1o semnve the poet through IEA Service
D Satsh Chandra and Dr. Venkaleswailu gave

lhelr opinions cnd clanifications on various issues reiat-
nq 1o [pilepsy. raised by the palienis and their relo-
lives i Sathyonorayana Reld. Execulive from Pharma

FOR POLICY STUHDES

ceulicals and Incharge of the Service Centre, presonted
a biiet ieporl on the Sewvice Centre. D Y. Prabhakar
ROO, Asst Prof. of Neurology, KGH proposed a vole haanks,
s1i Sathyvonarayana ond Sri Venkala Rao, were presenied
with memenlos in recognilion of fheir services al the
Cenlie.

Coming 1o the TR Programme, monihly TB camps were
conducted al Anakapalle on Sth October and Sih No-
vembor 1997, 89 paiienls received the medicines al
Ihe camps.

sankar Foundation is cenducling Screening camps
tor Cataract reqularly.

3rd November 1997 : Eye camp ol Ramabhadia-
puram :

Rural Eye camp was screening Catarac! patienls was
conducled at Ramabhadrapuram, near Bobbili on 3rd
Nov. With lhis camp, the Foundation has exlended ihe
services 1o Vizianagaram Disliict also, The camp was
successfully conducled with the help of Communily
Development Cenlre, a well known NGO. Sri
Venkaleswara Rao Direclor of CDC and his fearn of dedi-
caled stalf conducled the camp in a well organised
way. 125 palients weie screened and 51 were selecled
for surgery.

17th Nov 1997 : Eye camp at Cheedikada :

fye camp was conducled al Cheedikada, near
anakapalle for the second lime on the request of ihe
coal NGO, Intearaied Rura! Development Sociely. 60
patients were screened and 15 were selecled tor sur-
qory .

The Foundation's Eye Hospilal has performed 250
operalions wilth 10L implantations till the firsi week of
November 1997,

—G. Prabhakar
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